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Duneland Ski Club of N.W. IN. meets @ Gary Sportsmen Club 10101 Madison St. Crown Point, IN. 46307  

(S. entrance).  Membership meets  every 3rd Monday evening at 7:30 pm Membership Meets at 7:30 pm. 

Articles in this Newsletter 
 

   1. Cover Page 

  2. Presidents Notes   

  3. Upcoming Events  

  4. When Lightning strikes & Bike, Hike & Blade 

  5. Pictures of Mammoth/Reno  

  6. End of the Year Banquet ( May) 

  7.  RailCats (June ) 

  8 - 9. DSC Camp/Canoe Trip Flyer & Application (July) 

  10. Mayflower River Trip down the Danube (Sept.) 

  11.  DSC Officers & Board & More 

  12. About us 

  13. Membership Form 

  We Ski & Snowboard 

Janice says-”I’ve been there, done that” 

 

Massive bang on an Midway flight on approach to LA  Airport. There was an huge 

flash and a big bang. We had a totally normal landing and taxing on the ground, BUT 

the dramatics were priceless.  Check page #4 for a little more info. 
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    Well folks, that’s a wrap to our 2022-23 ski season! Thank you to Kim Zajicek and 

    Pete Resetar for serving as the trip leaders for the Shanty Creek bus trip with the 

    Nomads. The shenanigans were a plenty! Our good friends from the Nomads 

    outdid themselves with decorating the bus and providing snacks for the après 

    ski/hot tub party. In February, we had an outstanding trip to Winter Park. Thirty- 

    eight people went which is a record in recent years. Thank you to Monica 

    Conrad, Chris Hohman and Hedy Kokidko for organizing the trip. The CMSC trip 

    to Mammoth was one none of us will forget! I don’t think many of us have ever 

    had our plane hit by lightning. In the week we were there, the area had multiple 

    blizzards, road closures, avalanches. It seemed every day, more snow came down 

    then the day before. Despite the change of plans, we all made the best of the 

    week. Thank you to Ed and Janice Gordon who were the trip leaders. 

    I hope everyone comes out for the April General Membership meeting because its 

    Membership Night! It’s the last meeting of our calendar year so please bring an 

    appetizer or dessert to share, along with your checkbook. We will have a 50/50 

    raffle for the American Blind Skier Foundation so bring your $5s, $10s or $20s. 

    Finally, the year-end banquet is Friday, May 5 th at Innsbrook Country Club. This is 

    always a special night so please mark your calendars. 

    What’s planned for next year? Snowmass! We are staying at Top of the Village, 

    a Hyatt property and rated top of the line. Mark your calendar for January 27- 

    February 3, 2024. 

 

    Dawn– President 

     DSC President Dawn Disher’s  

April 2023 

 

Dawn & Chris 
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 ELECTIONS FOR THE 2023-24 YEAR 

 

It is time for us to do our civic duty and vote for 

the officers and board members willing to lead 

our club for the next term.  

 

 Elections will be held on Monday, April 17. 

  Absentee ballots will be e-mailed to those      

requesting one. cjcleek@comcast.net    

Print the form and snail mail the ballot to me. 

Only completed paper ballots will be accepted. 

Mail to: 

JoAnn Cleek  

829 N 550 E, 

Westville, IN 46391  

 

219-983-2575 

 

   2023 DSC Social Events Etc. 

 

April 1-6th CMSC Spring Fling Park City. 

April 17th  Election Night and  Membership sign-

up night:  New or renew your membership. 

Con’t 

 2022-2023 Calendar of Events 

 

   

   

April 17th, 2023 - Membership Sign-Up 

Sign up ahead on our website or the membership 

form in the newsletter (last page). Just bring your 

check to the meeting  for website signup and bring 

your form and check in for NL form signup. 

Forms will be at this meeting as well. Just don’t for-

get to bring your checkbook and make it out to 

Duneland Ski Club. 

Membership Chairman-Janice regiongirl1@gmail.com 

DSC Social Events Etc. Continued 

May 5th EOY Banquet, New board takes office 

May 3rd Bike, Hike & Blade 6 pm 

May  20th CMSC Trip Seminar 

 

June 16th Gary Railcats Game  

July 7-9th Camp/Canoe Trip 

Aug. 26th CMSC Picnic August 

Sept. 9th Popcorn Festival 

 

2024 Upcoming Trips 

Jan. 27-Feb 3rd , 2024 Snowmass 

Feb. 24th–March 2nd, 2024– Banff CMSC Chicago Week 

 

 

       DSC 2023-2024 Membership 
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According to the National Weather Service, lightning strikes about 25 million 
times a year and kills an average of 49 people. But how often does it strike planes? 

Believe it or not, it’s estimated that every plane in the U.S. commercial fleet is struck 
by lightning at least once every year. The event is described as a loud bang and a flash 
of light as the lightning goes through the plane. You can sometimes experience the 
smell of ozone, too. It’s got to be as scary as anything! In fact, I’m sure it might freak 
some people out, especially if they’re afraid of flying in the first place.  

But are you safe when all that happens?  Apparently so. 

The last U.S. commercial plane crash that was due to lightning happened in the 1960s 
(the fuel tank exploded). Since that unfortunate event 50-something years ago, many 
techniques have been developed to reduce the threat of lightning to a plane. Modern-
day planes are made with a whole lot of aluminum, which is very conductive to elec-
tricity. That allows the lightning to arc through the fuselage, even from the wings and 
nose, and then exit through the tail. It also leaves the insides (and people!) intact and 
doesn’t even bother all the wiring and computers or even fuel tank on the plane, be-
cause they’re all grounded and/or isolated/protected. 

Some ultra-modern planes such as the Boeing 777x and 787, as well as the Airbus 
A350 are being made with composite materials like carbon fiber that is even lighter 
than, but not as conductive, like aluminum. To work around that, plane manufacturers 
intentionally put wiring within the fuselage that’s attractive to lightning. The wiring 
isn’t connected to anything but allows the lightning to pass through the plane in a 
similar fashion as those with aluminum. 

Of course, a plane that’s hit by lightning in mid-flight undergoes a thorough inspec-
tion after it’s landed, but in most cases that there little to no damage found. 

So yeah – being in a plane and having it be hit by lightning must be as scary as any-
thing, but at least you know that chances are you’re safe. Whew! 

BIKE, HIKE and BLADE 

Bike, Hike and Blade will resume on Wednesday, May 3rd at 6PM at  

Countryside. 

Park in Portage. More details in the May newsletter. 

Charlie Cleek 
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 Mammoth/Reno 

Ski Trip 2023 

If we had to get stuck somewhere-this was the place to be. 

 Brew Brothers Tap 

              DSC Skiers  

 Mining Rig @ Sliver Legacy 

         Eldorado Casino inside 

 

Mammoth  

 

  

3  1/2 hr. traffic tie up to Palisade 

Circus Circus 
 

Circus Circus Casino 

     Palisade 
 Janice, Ed & 

Group for lunch & a movie 

Mike Thomas CMSC 

Digging his car out Carl’s Drive Through 

Hedi Group pic/CMSC Farewell 

   

Mammoth 

DSC at Farewell Party 

      Mammoth        Mammoth 

The Row—Silver Legacy, 

Eldarado & Circus Circus Silvery Legacy 
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Duneland Ski Club End-of-the-Year Banquet 

“One Last Run” 

Friday, May 5, 2023 

 

It’s time to celebrate our year of skiing and the efforts of your 

volunteers and officers. Come on out to lend your support! Along with 

the festivities will be our annual humorous “DSC Year in Review” Power 

Point show featuring humorous and slightly insulting pictures of our 

club having a good time. 

Our dinner includes coffee and tea; a salad and rolls; perch, sliced pork 

tenderloin and Innsbrook signature baked chicken; oven-roasted garlic 

redskins; bacon onion green beans; and ice cream for dessert. There 

will be a pay bar available. Dress is business casual. 

Innsbrook Country Club has hosted us several times and provided great 

food and a wonderful spring atmosphere. The price for all this is $40 

for members and $45 for non-member guests. Deadline for paid 

reservations is the April 17 DSC meeting. 

Innsbrook Country Club is at 6701 Taft Street, Merrillville, Indiana 

(about 1-1/2 miles north of U.S. 30). 

Reception: 6:00 pm; Dinner: 7:15 pm; Program follows dinner. 

 

Contact: Bill Leavitt; 219-789-5610 (cell); SKIBILLL@aol.com (email with 3 L’s). 

Pay at April meeting or mail check written to Duneland Ski Club to 

Bill Leavitt 

417 Killarney Lane 

Valparaiso, IN 46385. 
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Mayflower Cruise to Danube River –           

Sept 21 – Oct 01, 2023 

Come see Europe in a unique way, on a May-

flower River cruise on the Danube. 

Sail through and visit: Hungary • Slovakia • 

Austria • Germany • the Czech Republic 

Mayflower Cruises & Tours is a new associate 

member of the CMSC and has invited all mem-

bers of CMSC member clubs to “come aboard” 

this special cruise. All reservations and pay-

ments will be handled directly between individ-

uals and Mayflower Cruises. 

 

The Tour sails the Danube River starting in Budapest, Hungary: through Bratislava, Slovakia: 

Vienna, Austria: Durnstein, Melk: Linz, Austria: Passau, Germany: and Prague, Czech Republic. 

For seven nights, the Emerald Cruises Star – will be our floating home. 

Highlights include several optional excursions, guided tours of towns, castles, medieval villages, 

and of course local food. This cruise includes 21 meals: 9 breakfasts, 5 lunches, and 7 dinners. 

Please see the beautiful flier that Mayflower has provided for details of each area, meals, and 

optional activities. 

Those who would like to attend, please request a Reservation form from Ed Gordon – Duneland 

Ski Club. 

Pricing includes roundtrip airport transfers and FREE roundtrip airfare from 

Chicago when booked by September 30, 2022. (Saving $1700.00pp) 

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Ed Gordon - 219-743-0018 

edskates-indiana@yahoo.com 

 

OR Mayflower Cruises and Tours 

Group Sales Department - 800-728-0724 ext 201 

kayla@mayflowercruisesandtours.com 

*Be sure to mention Duneland Ski Club* 
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2022-2023 Officers and Board Members & others 

Henry Bottando 

HenryBottando@yahoo.com 

  

Joey Joyce 

JrJ369@yahoo.com 

  

Janice Shifley 

regiongirl1@gmail.com 

 

 

Matt Pendowski 

mpendowski@gmail.com 

Dawn Disher- President 

Disherdawn@icloud.com 

  

Bill Stocky-V.P. 

espnsdad@comcast.net 

  

Dan Spenser-Treasurer 

Spencer8112@comcast.net 

 

Susie Matzat– Secretary 

Susiematzat@gmail.com 

 

 

 

  

Western Trip Chairman 

Henry Bottando 

henrybottando@Yahoo.com 

CMSC REPS 

Ed Gordon 

CMSC Regional VP 

Edskates-indiana@yahoo.com 

  

Janice Shifley-Gordon 

CMSC Liaison, DSC Membership 

Newsletter & Website Editor 

Regiongirl1@gmail.com 
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The Gary Sportsmen Club 

10101 Madison St. 

Crown Point, IN.  46307 

(Southside entrance) 

219-662-5822 

219-662-9749 

 Duneland Meets At: 

DSC General meetings are on 
the 3rd Monday of each month, 

@7:30, unless otherwise 
notified . 

 

  

We are on the Web 

https://
skiduneland.com 

About Duneland 

Must be 21 or over and complete an application 

to join our club or hold membership in another 

CMSC club. Children can attend some ski trips, 

provided they are accompanied by a parent who 

is a current member of Duneland and include 

the proper documentation needed and given to 

the Trip Leader and Membership Chairperson. 

Children cannot become members, vote and or 

attend meetings. 

 

We Ski And Snowboard 

See us also on 

Facebook    

Duneland Ski Club, based in North-

west Indiana, has a year-round sched-

ule of events for its active members.  

We are members of the Chicago Metro-

politan Ski Council and affiliated with 

over 60 clubs. Duneland offers trips to 

world-class Western Resorts and fami-

ly friendly Midwest trips. We are his-

torically an adult club but are currently 

researching dynamics to allow partici-

pation by families with kids.  Summer 

activities include biking, canoeing, a 

chili cook-off, and much more.  To 

view our event dates, newsletter, and 

membership application, visit 

skiduneland.com.  Duneland is where 

great fun begins, and memories endure. 

We have a great group! 

Please contact us and join the fun.   

  (Duneland Ski Club) 
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(2023-April 2024) 


